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A Heart for Godôs Love 

ñYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.óɶ Deuteronomy 6:5 
 

Are you ready for some big news? I mean this is really big. Itôs so big that even the words printed on this page 

really do not do it justice. GOD LOVES YOU! He really does. You may say you already knew that. You might 

even think there is really nothing óbigô about it. Itôs probably something that you have heard over and over and 

over again. Whatôs the big deal anyway? God loves us. óIôve heard that since I was a child in Sunday Schoolô.  
 

You know what? When this message was first given the people of Israel they were about to cross over into the 

Promised Land, a place given to them by God. It was a land in which they could have easily entered into 

generations earlier if they had just trusted in Godôs love for His people. When read, it is subsequently followed 

with additional instructions to ensure success. We are called to write upon our hearts; to teach it to our children 

when we are at home or away; when we go to bed and again when we rise in the morning; to never forget to 

keep God first in all things and what He has done for his people. This commandment carries a heavy weight. 

The concern here is that when the people of God get a taste for the ñgood lifeò they will become lazy, complacent 

or just plain forget that God loves them and all that He has done to care and provide for them.  This was the 

premise behind the greatest commandment. It was so great, that even Jesus shared it with the disciples and 

religious leaders in his time (Matthew 22:37) to remind them and us of its importance. 
 

Have you ever tried to put something together without following instructions? I canôt tell you how many recipes, 

furniture kits, or do-it-yourself repairs that I have tried over the years to make work without first seeking help. I 

can tell you that there have been many times that I had wished that I had first started by looking at instructions 

or asking for help only to find that it was too late. Those were my least successful moments that led to do-overs. 

You know, a second chance to make things right. Donôt you just hate those moments? There is just something 

about us that leads us to believe that we can go it alone. Maybe you have had a few or even many of these 

moments. Or maybe a do-over is just not in your vocabulary, but I think that we can all relate to the concept of 

making mistakes and having to correct them. You see the opportunity to begin again after a second chance 

really brings the full impact of the meaning of grace. 
 

This commandment has everything to do with Godôs grace for his people and his desired response from them. 

Thatôs what it means to have a second chance from God. The people of Israel got a second chance from God, 

but he desired to not be forgotten by them or by their future generations. This commandment represents the 

Covenant of Grace extended by God to all of His people. He is the God of ósecond chances.ô We know and can 

experience this óGood Newsô through Christ. We have also been included in this covenant. As Godôs people, we 

have been called to respond actively to His message to share a heart for Godôs love in our daily living. 
 

So what are we doing about it? Ash Wednesday is just a few short weeks away. This year I encourage you to 

join us as we begin our Lenten Journey together on Wednesday evenings at our Soup Suppers. We will 

participate in a study together based on the book ñI AM A CHURCH MEMBERò by Thom S. Rainer. As we begin 

our Lenten Journey, let us rediscover the Love that God has for each of us and how we can better respond to 

Him as his children. In doing so we will be better prepared as the followers of Jesus Christ in this world to show 

God and everyone else that we do indeed have a heart for Godôs Love. See you at church! ï Pa stor John  
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Choir News and Update on Dot  
Choir is taking a break during the month of February to 
give Dot time to recover from her knee surgery. She is 
currently receiving Rehabilitation Services under the 
name of ñDorothy Cottonò at The Columns here in 
Jonesville. Please stop by and visit her or give her a call 
at 318-403-4433. 
 

In the short term, as a church we will sing along with 
recorded hymn tunes in worship. 
 

We love you Dot and continue to pray for you during your 
time of recovery. -Trinity Choir  
 

Menôs Fellowship 
Breakfast 
Wake up men and join us 
Tuesday, February 10th   
at 7 AM. The hot food and 
fellowship will be ready to 
help you start your day 
right.   

 

Annual Daily Bible Reading Devotional   
This past year our annual personal bible study 
devotional was discontinued by the publisher.  

 
 
 

Pastor John has found a 
replacement in book form 
that follows the Daily 
Revised Common Lectionary 
for the complete three-year 
cycle.  We have initially 
ordered a dozen copies. 
More will be ordered if 
needed. If you would like to 
receive a copy, please 
contact Pastor John directly 
by email or phone.  
 

 

February  Birthdays  

 
1   Claire Womack  
5   Verda Mophett  
9   Craig Edwards  
11 Brady Bean  
13 Sarah Bean  
22 Rod Daggett  
24 Pam Swayze            

 2015 Session & Areas of Responsibility 
At the January 11th Session meeting, the 
candidates for ruling Elders were examined 
and subsequently, their elections to the 
Class of 2017 were upheld by the Session. 
Incoming Ruling Elders Gail Bean and 
Robert Lee Swayze were then installed 
during the morning Worship service on the 
same day as ordered by the Session.   
 

The Session set the Officers of the Month 
Schedule and determined the Ruling Elders 
areas of Responsibility for 2015. 
   Worship ï Donna Tiser 
   Christian Education ï Martha Brallier 
   Fellowship and Outreach ï Gail Bean 
   Pastoral Care and Mission ï Beth Parish 
   Buildings and Grounds ï Craig Edwards 
   Administration ï Robert Lee Swayze 
 

We thank outgoing Ruling Elders Buddy 
Pierce and Ronnie Swayze from the Class 
of 2014 for their time and service to the 
church. 
 

Mardi Gras Church Dinner  
Join us for our Mardi Gras Church 
Dinner on Sunday, February 15th 
following worship. Bring a dish to 
share and have a piece of King 
Cake on us! 

 

Soup Suppers Return During Lent 
Beginning Wednesday evening February 

18th, at 5 PM our Lenten 
Soup Suppers will return, 
offering a time of Christian 
Fellowship. This year for Lent, 
Pastor John will lead a weekly 
study based on the book, ñI 
Am A Church Memberò by 
Thom S. Rainer. The study is designed to 
help us discover the attitude that makes the 
difference in the life of Christôs church.  
 

 Ash Wednesday Service, February 18 
We will have an evening Ash Wednesday 
Service on February 18th at 6 PM following 
our Soup Supper. Please come and join us 
for this special worship service as we 
embark on our Lenten journeysô together. 
We will receive the 
imposition of ashes and 
celebrate the Sacrament 
of the Lordôs Table during 
this worship service. 
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Extra News at Trinity 

 

Paul Parish has graduated from Phase 1 of the 

Louisiana National Guard Youth Challenge Program. 

Paul participated in his Commencement program on 

Saturday, January 24th at the Shreveport Municipal 

Auditorium. In addition to Paulôs family, Pastor John and 

Gregory attended from Trinity. Paul has now begun 

phase two of the program which includes finding 

employment or a work related volunteer opportunity. We 

congratulate Paul on his accomplishment! 
 

Riley Duncan, grandson of Cobby & 

Adrian White, is playing basketball this 

year with the Monterey Wolves. 
 

Heaven & Tyler Hill, daughter-in-law and son of 

Margaret & Ronnie Hill, have moved to Hammond, LA 

where Heaven will work on her Masters in History at 

Southeastern University. She has an Assistantship in the 

History Department will also work on campus. Tyler has 

begun work on a deepwater rig offshore in the Gulf of 

Mexico. Their new mailing address is: 

14500 Iverstine Lane, Hammond, LA 70401 

 

The Delta Charter Storm boys 

basketball team completed their 

season with a 21 ï 4 record. 

Gregory Scott received playing 

time in a majority of their games. 

He had a great defensive 

season and found scoring 

opportunites outside the 3-point 

line.  

 Presbyterian Women 

The next Presbyterian Women (PW) meeting will be 

on Tuesday February 17th at 10 am at the church.  
 

PW met previously on January 20, 2015 in the 

Fellowship Hall. Present were Martha Brallier, 

Margaret Hill and Catherine Jones. Since PW did 

not meet in December, there were no minutes to 

read. However, it was reported that the treasury 

balance was $97.64.  
 

Pines Presbytery has announced a quilt project. 

Each church was asked to create a quilt block that 

represents something unique about their church. The 

block is to measure 8.5 sq. in.  All blocks submitted 

by the churches will be taken and sewn together to 

make a cloth that will travel with the presbytery to 

remind us that we are one in spirit, yet different in our 

gifts and diversity. Martha and Margaret presented a 

rough sketch of our block and will work on this project 

approved by Trinityôs Session.  
 

Prayer Concerns: 

William Atkins; Charlie Bean; Nell Blevins; Jim 

Brallier; Breeland Family; Hannah Cotton; Buddy 

Davis; George Evans; Alton Griffin; Susan Hammett; 

Jonathan Hennigan; Judy Hewitt; Alicia Laborde; 

Donald Lawrence; Dot Lazarus; Willie Lazarus; 

Melvin & Georgia Marx; Grayson Ross; Emma 

Tarver; Donna Tiser; Tad Tiser; Buddy Tyler; 

Kristen Upchurch; Mildred Weatherly; Nan Wood; 

Betty Yarborough & Roger Young 

Missionary:  Joe Mitchell 

Prayers for the families of Eva 

Emerick, Carol Harris, 

Cecile Wattik, Eula Smith,  

We pray for these families and all that have had a loved 

one pass from this life in the past month. 

PRAY FOR: 
ü We pray for our country and our leaders. 

ü We pray for peace in the world, especially for the areas of 

West Bank, Israel, Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, 

North Korea, and Libya. 

ü We pray for our men & women in harmsô way. 

ü We pray for Trinity Presbyterian Church and all churches.  

IN THE SERVICE 
Matthew Bean,  Rusty Bean, Scott Bean, Matt Begnaud,   
Kacie King Dunn,  Joe Hamilton,   Justin Lacroix, Eric Little, 
Nicholas Parish, Ray Santillano, Crystal Smith  
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To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Betty Doyle 

     Given by: 
Gail Bean 
Susan Bean  
Martha Brallier 
Mickie Brown 
Myrtle Ann Collins 
Abigail Davis 
Dot & Willie Lazarus 
Emmett & Frances Richardson 
Judy Sanson 
Adrian & Cobby White 

  

To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Clyde Walker 

     Given by: 
            Betty Farmer  
            Judy Sanson  
            Alice Winegeart 
 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Rodney Williams 

      Given By: 
           Mickie Brown 
           Pam & Ronnie Swayze 
 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of 

Levia Atkins 
       Given By: 
           Susan Bean 
           Mickie Brown 
           Myrtle Ann Collins 
           Abigail Davis 
           Dot and Willie Lazarus 
           Pam & Ronnie Swayze 
            
            
              
 

 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Eula Tullos Smith 

      Given By: 
           Gail Bean 
           Susan Bean  
           Mary & Charles Betack 
           Mickie Brown 
           Myrtle Ann Collins 
           Abigail Davis 
           Mr. and Mrs. George M. Gilly 
           Lowry R. Jackson 
           Catherine Jones 
           Cheryl La Borde  
           Dot & Willie Lazarus 
           Brenda McIntosh 
           Verda Mophett 
           Mike and Sallie Odum 
 Wedon T. Smith 
           Pam & Ronnie Swayze 
           Joe Taylor 
           Betty Walker 
           Ann Womack 
           Cleve & Deborah Womack     
 

In January, the Session of Trinity 
Presbyterian Church received a special 
memorial gift of tapestries to be placed in the 
church to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of D.E. Brown. Jr 
       Given by the Brown family. 
 

In January, the Session of Trinity 
Presbyterian Church in January received a 
special memorial gift of a plaque to the glory 
of God and in loving memory of Betty Doyle. 
       Given by the Golden Girls. 
 

In January on behalf of the entire church, the 
Session of Trinity Presbyterian Church 
approved the giving of a gift to the family of 
Rodney Williams. 
 



5 | P a g e 
 

            

            
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At Trinity Church, we have lost a lovely lady, one 
of grace, beauty, and sterling character.  Our 
Eula was known for her kindness, gentleness, 
dedication, courage, and faith.  Even though she 
moved to be closer to her family several years 
ago, she was never forgotten by our church 
family. She was such a big part of life of Trinity 
Church and in the fellowship of its 
members.  When we think of Eula, we will always 
remember the Eula who always made herself 
available for any task great or small. She was 
fiercely loyal to her church and loved the people 
in it with all of her being.  Trinity was her center; 
when the doors opened, she was always there. 
 
We have missed her.  We wonôt forget 
her.  Now, she walks in eternity with God.  We 
are thankful for the years that we had with 
this lovely lady, and are grateful for all of the 
lessons that she taught us.  May the Lord 
bless her and keep her while we are absent, 
one from the other.   -  DOT LAZARUS 

EULA TULLOS SMITH 
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Mrs. Eula Smith was our next door 
neighbor since 1976.  She was such a 
kind, gentle, precious person and we 
have so many sweet memories of her.  I 
would accompany our children to swim 
at Mrs. Eula and Mr. Wedonôs house in 
the summertime when the children were 
small.  Mrs. Eula would always walk 
outside to visit with us, regardless of the 
unbearable heat.  I loved our 
conversations about her gardening 
skillsðshe grew the most beautiful 
roses.  She was always so interested in 
our children and their lives.   

She possessed a delightful sense of 
humor that seemed to surface even 
more as she grew older.  When Becky 
(who was forever the salesperson) was 
about 5-6 years old, she and a neighborôs daughter cut camellia blooms from one of Mrs. Eulaôs beautiful camellia bushes.  
Becky proceeded to knock on Mrs. Eulaôs door to try to sell the flowers back to her.  Mrs. Eula thought it was funny.  I was 
horrified at the time but it remains one of our favorite funny memories.  Mrs. Eula was such a sweetheart about it! 

Mrs. Eula was a wonderful person who was dedicated to her husband, her family, her church and community.  I always held 
her in high esteem as she epitomized the gracious, southern lady.    

We miss Mrs. Eula terribly and feel so blessed to have had her as a neighbor and friend for many years.   Precious memories.  
Our love to her family.  ï Susie and Robert Lee Swayze, Becky, Robby, Katie, and Molly  

Mrs. Eula always had that sweet smile 
and twinkle in her eye when she would tell 
me how happy she was that I was taking 
on church responsibilities. She made me 
so glad to do what I knew I should be 
doing.  
ï Donna Tiser 

Ms. Eula was one fine lady. She will be greatly 
missed!         
 ï Ronnie Swayze 
 

Loved her and miss her so much. Such a lady! 

 ï Mickie Brown 

Ms. Eula was one of the last genuinely classy, 
gentle ladies. I will miss her and her warm 
personality very much!  

                                                                                                         ï Margaret Hill 

Eula was a great example to follow. She was like a mother in that she loved and cared for everyone.                            
ï Catherine Jones 

I knew that I could always count on Ms. Eula to be in her pew on Sunday and that was very uplifting to me.            
ï Gail Bean 
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