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 From Thanksgiving to Advent 
Luke 1:5-25, 57-79 

It’s that time of year again when we turn our focus more introspectively upon our own lives. We take stock in 

the events of the past year or maybe even the years that we have lived and reflect upon their effect on our lives. 

Sometimes we feel thankful and sometimes we are left scratching our heads. 
 

Zechariah was one of the last prophets of the Old Testament and yet he plays an integral part in the opening of 

the New Testament. He was a good and faithful servant of God and a prophet to the people of Israel. The real 

force of that prophetic voice given to him by God was actually first heard in the silence that he encountered 

after his visit by the heavenly messenger Gabriel. You see, Zechariah lived into his old age childless. He and 

his wife Elizabeth had lived what would have been considered in their time a full life but never having a child of 

their own; without the joys of seeing a child grow, without the opportunity to nurture a child, without an heir to 

complete their lives. For them, it was as if they were incomplete and any hope of a child being born into their 

family had long since been extinguished.  
 

Scripture tells us that it was just another day in the hum drum life of a temple priest. Zechariah was chosen by 

lot to enter the inner sanctuary of the temple and perform the duties of the priest while all the others remained 

outside praying. As Zachariah began his work, we read that he is suddenly in the presence of a heavenly angel, 

the messenger of God. We hear in the narrative that Zachariah himself trembles in fear. Can you imagine what 

he must have felt in that moment? One minute you are doing regular tasks in a secluded place not expecting 

anyone else to be there and then suddenly you have this heavenly being in front of you saying he has a message 

for you from God. Terrified and overwhelmed? That may have been an understatement.  
 

What was the heavenly message that Zechariah received? You are going to be a dad! You and Elizabeth are 

going to have a son. You will name him John and your house will be filled with joy and gladness! Many will 

rejoice in the birth! He will be great in the eyes of God and will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord.  

Zechariah in a state of shock ask Gabriel how will this be so since he and his wife have long past the time to 

have a child. Gabriel responds that because you have not believed the things that God has shared you will 

become mute and not speak until all of this has been fulfilled. And with that Zechariah went silent and the angel 

left his presence. Think about those who had been outside when they encountered him as he left the inner 

sanctuary and Zechariah wouldn’t and couldn’t speak about what had just occurred. Think about that first 

interaction when he returned home. The prophecy that he received locked away inside him trapped in silence. 
 

Upon the birth of the child, the prophetic message is heard for the first time, the words that guide us into advent:  

“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. … to give light to those who sit in 

darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” (from Lk 1:67–79). 

Hear these words that are offered up as the message of God’s faithfulness to His people; the hope offered to 

all who come to know him; the joy that is encountered when we trust in his promises; the love that we 

experience in the presence of God’s grace and peace. This is the advent journey as we await the coming of the 

Lord! See you at church! – Pastor John 
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Trinity’s Thanksgiving Service 
On Sunday, November 22nd, we invite you fill the 
basket at the front of the sanctuary with canned and 
non-perishable food items that will be delivered to  
1-2 needy families in our community before 
Thanksgiving day.  
Community Thanksgiving Service 
The Jonesville Area Ministerial Alliance will be 
holding the annual Community Thanksgiving 
Service at the Pentecostals Church off Airport Rd in 
Jonesville. The service will be held at 5:30 PM on 
Sunday, November 22nd.   
Advent Worship and Christmas Eve Services 
Advent begins on Sunday, November 29th this year. 
11-29   11 AM   Faithfulness –  R. L. Swayze Family 
12-  6   11 AM   Hope – Parish Family 
12-13   11 AM   Joy –  
12-20   11 AM   Love – Allan and Charlie Bean 
12-24     5 PM   Candlelight Lessons and Carols   
12-27   11 AM   Christmas Carol Hymn Sing   
Congregation & Corporation Dinner and Meeting 
On December 6th, following worship we will have our 
annual congregational and corporation business 
meeting combined with our church dinner. Please 
plan to stay and participate in a time of fellowship 
and conduct the annual business of our church. 
Business will include but not be limited to: 

¶ Election of Ruling Elders to the class of 2018 

¶ Pastor’s terms of call for 2016 

¶ Revisions of the Articles of Incorporation(bylaws) 
October  4th Session Meeting 

¶ Quorum was determined & agenda approved. 

¶ Activated Nomination Committee for Elder Class 
of 2018 

¶ Selected Donna Tiser to be voting Delegate to 
October 17 Presbytery meeting. 

¶ Session adjourned with prayer until its next 
meeting, November 8th at 8:30 AM. 

¶ Approved a donation gift to Churchfest for food 
to be served on November 7th.  
Text vote – 10-21-15 

¶ Approved acquiring and showing “God’s Not 
Dead” during a 2-hour worship service on 
November 1, 2015 in Fellowship Hall 
Text vote – 10-22-15 

-   Elder Donna Tiser, Clerk of Session 
 

World Communion Sunday 

 Bible Study Opportunity 
The Lunch Bunch Bible Study meets on Thursday 
at 12 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will take a 
break from 11-18 through 12-10. Bring a bite to 
eat and a bible and join us in fellowship and in 
God’s Word. 
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Catahoula’s  
Calling all men. We are meeting for breakfast at 
7 AM on Tuesday, November 10th and Tuesday, 
December the 9th. Join us at the Catahoula’s Café 
for a time of Men’s Fellowship. 
Presbyterian Women (PW) 
Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, 
November 17th at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall.  
Our group last met on Tuesday, October 20th at 
the church.  Present were Judy Sanson, Martha 
Brallier, Verda Mophett, Catherine Jones, and 
Dot Lazarus.  Dot reported a balance of $53.37 
in the treasury after sending checks of $60.00 to 
the Haiti Scholarship Fund; $25.00 to the Vera 
Lloyd Home; and $25.00 to the St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital.  Circle members elected 
Martha as the new circle president, replacing 
Judy.  We thank Judy for her service as president.  
Martha narrated the 1st lesson in the year book 
entitled “Birthing Waters – Creation.”  One 
important fact discussed in the lesson was that 
the Sabbath Sunday is also a part of the Creation.  
The Mispah was recited at the conclusion of the 
meeting.- Dot L. 
Theology in Movies - Afternoon Matinees 
Join us as we ponder questions of faith as they 
play out in the movies we see at our Thursday 
afternoon matinees. Just come and join in. We 
will have popcorn & plenty of iced tea ready to go. 
11-12 1:30 PM “5 People You’ll Meet in Heaven” 
12-10 1:30 PM “Last Holiday” 

 

November Birthdays: 
  9 – Molly Swayze 
13 – Brittain Brown 
17 – Curt Parish 
 

December Birthdays: 
  3 – Pastor John            
  4 – Maddy Claire Bean  
  4 – Katie Little 
  8 – Tyler Hill 
13 – Melladee  
        Zimmerman 
15 – Robert Lee Swayze 
26 – Beth Parish 
27 – Kathy Johnson 
Extra News 
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On Sunday, October 
4th after celebrating 
communion with the 
world, we shared in 
the fellowship of our 
church dinner in the 
fellowship hall. 
 

 

Children’s Sabbath at Trinity 
 

On Sunday, October 18th we celebrated the 
Children’s Sabbath with our worship service 
centered upon God’s commitment to children. We 
had a special litany for the concerns of children in 
our community and around the world.  

 
 

Pastor Appreciation Luncheon 
Following worship on October 
18th, we celebrated Pastor 
Appreciation Month with a 
special gathering to recognize 
Pastor John and thank him for 
his dedication to the ministry of 
Christ at Trinity. We presented 
him with a plaque and gift in his 
honor.  
 

Dear Trinity Family, 
Thank you for your continued 
support of Christ’s ministry that we share together 
here at Trinity. During this past year we have 
continued to seek what God desires from us even 
as we continue to better understand how to better 
serve together in His church. My family and I thank 
you for your continued support of this call to the 
ministry that we share with you and look forward to 
continuing our work together in the coming year. We 
are so very thankful for your continued prayers for 
our family. Blessings in Christ,  
   Pastor John 

Hannah Cotton recently flew to Philadelphia for 
a four day visit with sister Katlyn Cotton at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 
 

Jason Tiser has taken a new position as a 
Financial Planner with Raymond James in 
Monroe. 
 

Notes of Love and Thanks 
Presbyterian Women, Thank you for your support 
of Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Family Services. We 
received your recent gift. Your contribution will 
help further our programs and services for 
children and families who need assistance during 
critical times in their lives. – Vera Lloyd PFS 
 

Trinity Prayer Concerns: 

Amy Alexander; William Atkins; Charlie Bean; Pat 

Bearden; Nell Blevins; Guy Campbell; Opal Carlton; 

Susan Chisum; Barry Hamilton Jr., Susan Hammett; 

Jan Heintzman; Norma Hudnall; Carlton Jones; 

Bobby King; Wedon King; Rick Krahn; P.D. & Whitney 

Lazarus and Baby Lily Beth; Willie Lazarus; Stacy 

Love; Kinsley Mason; Tommy Mayo; Melba Neal; 

Nathan Rowland; Debra Scott; Lyndsey Jones 

Smith; Aiden Taunton; Kristen Upchurch; Lauren 

Upchurch; Thompson Lee White; Nan Wood; Roger 

Young 

We pray for the families of Morris 

“Marty Francis, Norman Haigh, Jr., 

Rev. Dave Mayes, Henry Arthur 

Taliaferro, and all that have had a loved one pass 

from this life in the past month. 

PRAY FOR: 
ü We pray for Trinity Presbyterian Church and all 

churches.  
ü We pray for our country and our leaders. 

ü We pray for peace in the world, especially for the areas 

of West Bank, Israel, Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Iran, 

Afghanistan, North Korea, and Libya. 

ü We pray for our men & women in harms’ way. 
 

IN THE SERVICE 
Matthew Bean,  Rusty Bean, Scott Bean, Matt 
Begnaud,   Kacie King Dunn,  Joe Hamilton,   Justin 
Lacroix, Eric Little, Nicholas Parish, Ray Santillano, 
Crystal Smith  
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